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DOCT:. 1. 


CCHriſt doth all in duetime. 
2 Encmics of Gods Children ſhalbe rebu= 


3 Sathan is deſirous to bereaue vs of our ſen» 
ſes andlimbs. 


4.A word of Chriſts mouth is ſufficient ro 
helpe vs out of all diftreſles.- | 


5 Ir is all one with Chriſt; to drive thediuell 
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- Out,andto keepehim out. | 


6 Sathan ncuer-ſeemes more maſterful hen 
when he iso0ucr-maſtered.. 


Ag #+ MARKE, 9. 


wht TOE EY IE , 7386} 
Verſe 22, And oft timer hee caſtath him into the fire, 
andinto the water, to deſtroy hins : bur if thou canſt dee anie 
' thing, helpe vs: and baue compaſſion vpon vs. 

* 231 And TE SF S ſaid wnto him , if chou canſt beliene 
it , all things are poſſiole to limtha belieneth.'  ,  - 
* 24... And ſtraight way the father of the childe , crying 
with teare1, ſaide; Lord, 1 beleene, helpe my wnbeltefe. 


ARSE Heoccalion of theſe words isdecla- 

2 Deaf IN red in the beginning ofthis hiſto- 

Q o, SY ric: which was this, thata certaive 

&) {oY man had a-childe poſſeſſed by.che 

#1 diucll vuhich had made him dumbe 

©) and deaffe, and that from his child. 

| hood; inſomuchthat he could ne- 
REIT uerſpeake nor heare- in. all hislifei: 
This tnan inthe abſcnceof Chriſt, brought him-to his 
Diſciples, hearing that they hadCiſpolletied others,and 
therefore hoping to fndethe likefuccetle for himſelfe: 
But whenthey had madetriall; they found themlclues 
vnableto caſtthe diuclFoutof: his.childe-z wherevpon 
Xheir aduerfaricsaverercadic to-inſult'and triumph o« 
ver them. Inthe meancſcaſon our Sauiour commeth 


_ among thein,readic tovngertakethecauſcof his m_ | 
IEG. R - Db 


z The fir#l Sermon. py 
"Diſciples againſt their.cnemies z the father of this di-. 
fire ded childe doth forthwith haſten vnto him, and cn- 
ters into ſpecch with him : Now theſe wordes docon- 
tainepart of that conference which paſled betwixvthen; 

wherein wee may note theſe three things : | 

r., Firſt the petition of the man , withthe reaſon of 
it : he beſoughr our-Sauiour if he could doe any thing, 
that hee would haue compaſſion on him and his ſonne, 
and miniſter comfort vnto him, by giuing deliverance 
vnto.his childe , from his miſcrable eſtate wherein hee 
was : andto mouc him vnto greater commiſeration,he 
_— vnto him in what ſort Satan did tyrannize ouer 

my, caſting him oft times into the fire, to burne him and m- 
to the water to dr owne him, Verlic 22. 

2. Secondly, our Sauicurs an{were,where wee may 
obſeruc,that.as the man camewith an [ ] ſaying, 1# 
thou canſt doe anic thing : [o hee anſwereth him with the 
like, If thou canſt beleene this ; that is, if thuu canſt bee 

waded of my power, that I am ablc to doc this, thy 
fonne ſhall be helped (for that muſt needs be ſupplycd) 
and hee yeeldeth a reaſon thereof, at things are poſſible 
to the beliener, ver(.23: and therefore this is is not im- 
poſlible as if Chriſt Icfus ſhould hauc faide; Whereas 
thou makeſt queſtion whether I can diſpoſſeile thy 
fonne or not, know this, that if theze be any doubt, it is 
on thy part, not on mine: if thoutanſt belicuc, thou 
ſhalt finde,that neither this,nor any other matter is too 
difficult for mee: this our Sauiour ſpeakes, for the hel- 
ping of his weake faith... 

Thirdly , wee may note thereplic of this man ypon 
Chriſt his ſpeech; hee cr5ing with tearer, ſaid, Lord 1 be« 
tiene, belpe mine onbeliefe : verl. 24, Where we ſee that he 
acknowledgeth the grace of God, that hee did belicuc 

_ Inpart: and withall, his owne weakenefle, that hee was 
' troubled with vabcliefe : againſt which, hep Fee 
FI Chri 


” 


Chri(t to be/pe hims, that isto cure him of it,to gue 4t#. 
ſtrength agplol it, and deliucrance from it. Andt 
much forthe order and ſenſe of the wordes, verſe 22. 
And oft times hee cafteth hum into the fire, and into the water 
to deſtroy him: ] whence obſerue thisdofrrine, that .D —_ 
Satan is not onely an enemie vntothe ſoules of men, = pram 
but alſo vato their bodics, | againſt mens + 
Hee doth not onely (ecke their deſtruRtion ſpiritu- bodics, 
allic by drawing Gods wrath vpon them : but alſo cor- 
porally,by bringing afflitions & miſcries vponthem 
as here wee may {ce by his crucll dealing towards this 
child : albcic he had gotten an habitation in him,which 
was a thing wherein hee much delighted (as may ap- 
peare by this , that hee counted ita torment to' be caſt 
out,whcre once he had taken poſſeſſion; ) yet hee vied 
great violence towards him , caſting him-intothe fire, 
and into the water, being content torelinquiſh and loſe 
his holdc, ſo that the childe might be deſtroyed. The Mark. 5.5. 
like wee may reade in this ſame Euangeliſt, in his firſt 
chapter,where mention is made of one poileiſed,whom 
the diucll cauſcd to flic from,and tocichew the compa-* 
nicof men, and toliue in the mountaines, and in the 
graucs,and to knocke himlelfe with ſtones, and ſo to a- 
buſe that ſtrength which he had giuen him, to his owne 
great hurt and torment. Soallo in his dealing'with ob, Iob, z. 
and with his children and (cruants, we may obſeruc how 
willing hec is to take libertieto hurt mens bodies, when 
it plealcth the Lord to grauntit voto him. 
And for the further confirmation of this point, 
-Let vs firſt take experience foronereaſon,to conuince Reaſon 1. 
vs of the truth hereof, and that in-the limmes of Satan, 
who being led by his (pirit,doe plainly manifeſt of what 
diſpolition their mailtcr js : now concerning them, it 
8 (aid, that the workes of their father they will dee ; and of 
Satan,it is ſaid, that he was a murtherer fromthe _ loha,8. 44: 
B 2 whence 


Mark. 5.8. 


I*Tohn}4.1 2. 
1.Sam,18.10, 
I Is 


whence it may be concluded, that the more diuelliſh _ 
men are, the more murderous and bloudie mindes 
they carrie: and therefore when the diuell was entered 
into 1udas, he preſently fell ro pratiling againſt his 
maiſter : and Caine being of that ewil! ome, flue his trother : 
and when theeuill ſpirit came vpon Save, he Jaid about 
him with his ſpeare, with full purpoſe to haue bereft 
Danidof hislife :zand {© it is with ſwaggerers and drun- 
kards,and ſuch like helliſh perſons, when they haue no ' 


' enemies tofall-out with, they drawe their weapons on 


theirfriends,and many times murder their owne com- 

ions: which is an euident demonſtration of the cru- 
ell affeRion that is in Sathans members, cuen towards 
the bodics of men. 

Againe,this may be another reaſon of the point, that 
Sathan 'carricth a 'deadly -malice-again(t all the crea- 
tures, (as we may (ce jn his delire to enter into the 
ſwine) and therefore much more vnto mankind : and 
thatnot onely againſt the Iinage of God renewed by 
the ſpirit of Chriſt, but cuen againſt thoſe remnants 
thereof that are remaining in the nature of man:whence 
itis, that he is ſo violent againſt their bodics,and (eckes 
totorturethem as well astheir ſoules, as carrying ſome 
_— and impreſſion of Gods workemanſhip in them, 

This pointſerueth, | 

Firſtfor the iuſt reproofe and condemnation of their 
follic and-madneſle, that will vpon any occaſion haue 
recourſe vnto Sathan, or to any-meanes of his inuen- 
tion, either for the relicuing of their eſtate, or the ca- 
ſing of their bodies; or-the helping of their children, 
orthe like : howſocuer ſuch doe in word profetle that 
they eſtceme of the diucll as of an vtter enacmic vnto 
mankinde, yet indeed they ſhew the.quite contraric, 
wiz. that they rather iudge him to bea friend, than a 
foe: for they will runne from God, and from their os 

| rc 


8 * ue _ __ a... 


reſt friends, toſecke vnto him ; and preferre hisſeruice 
before the ſeruice of any whoſocuer he be.” Many will 
ſerue the Lord hollowly, and their maiſters vntruſtily, 
but the diuel{ in good carnelt, and without hypocriſie, 
wholy applying themſclues'to fuifill the lutts of the 
fleſh, they imagine that there is too much rigour in 
Gods lawe, and too much ſeueritie in mens dealings, 
and that Sathan is the beſt and kindeſt maiſter of all 
others : he will give them full libertie to breake the 
Sabbath'; tobe drunken,to be wanton and laſciuious,to 
filſh and fteale, and to doeany thing elſe whereunto 
their finfull nature leadeth them :'they may haue atiy 
indulgence at his hands, without checke; or controule- 
ment : and hence it commeth to paſlethat he hath ſuch 
troupes of followers, and thatalmoſtall the world are 
hisſcruants and valſals. But theſe mien declittle confi- 
der in themeanewhile,whata cruclleyrant,and-mortall 
| aduerſarie heis vnto them, yea'cuento their bodies. 


, 0 A — P: c * 
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How,can that be (will ſome ſay) ſeeing that ſuch doe Obie. 


live merily, andenrich themſclues in the world, and 
come to places of great preferment?Ifro take the cour- 
 ſesbefore named be to ſeruethediuel,farely-(for ought 
we can (ce) he leemes to be a. kinder maiſter than heis 


taken for. | 


Nay, he isa cruell tyrant notwithſtanding all this,'»/wer. 


and that to the very outward man, for (that'we may 
giue inftance in ſome particulars) when Sathan-giues 
libertictoany oneto wal his ſwing in (willing and drin-. 
king ; doth he not by that meanes overthrow his eſtate, 
craze his braine,blemiſh hisname,'and fit his body full 
of noyſomediſcaſes *and dethinot the diue|lchen take 
a ſcourge as it were into his hand, wherewith he payethy 
_ them home that are giuen oucr "to "that 'inordinate” 
courſe of life ?So when he giucsallowance viito men to ' 


follow their couetous humour, doe they nor pinch- 
| B ; their 


their bellics, and depriuechem(clucs oft times of ne. 
cellaric foode? doe they not reſtraine their eyes from 
lleepe in the night, and vexe themſclues with many 
aincfull cares, as what if ſuch a cheſt ſhould be bro- 
en open? what if theeues ſhould get into ſuch a cham- 
ber? what if my ſcruants ſhould be vafaithfull at home ? 
What ifthey ſhould not looke well to my cattle abroad? 
with a thouſand ſuch troubleſome thoughts, which 
doc breake off their reſt, and impaire their hearts, and 
by degrees drawe dangerous dileaſcs vpon thern : it 
——_— too muchto particularize in pleaſures of di- 
vers kinds, in gaming,in ambition, & ſuch like: where. 
 inwhenthe diucll hath once intangled men, he doth 
keepe them as it were in Bridewell. But grant for the 
time, that he is kinde vnto finfull perſons in letting 
them hauethcir 611 of iniquitic, yet he is withall craftic, 
and ſceketh to 23 rh them by ſubtiltic :- for he 
Aknoweth that his power is limited, ſo that he cannot - 
doe what he would ; and therefore he laboureth by 
drawing men vntoſuch courles as arc diſplealing vneo 
the Lord, topur them oucr into his hand,(who as he 
well knowes) both: can and will plague and puniſh 
them, either in body, or in ſoule, or in both: ſo that by 
preſenting before their eyes the benefits that they ſhall 
reape by ſinne, he doth but offer vnto them a ſugred 
cuppe,which hath deadly poyſon in the boctome of it : 
/ oragoodly faire baite, which hath a dangerous hooke 
- inthe midſts of it, Hisdealing herein, may not vnhiely 
be compared ynto the counſell which that falſe pro- 
phet Balaam gaue vnto Balae,kingof Aoab:who know- 
ing that. he could not preuaile againſt the Iſraclites, ſo 
longas they continued inGods fauour, buethough hee 
curled them , yet the Lord would bleiſethem : hee ad- 
uiſeththat King (if cucr hee meant to doe them a miſ- 
chicfc) tovſe them kingly,and fricndlic;to bidde them 
| | to 
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T he firlt Sermow. ; 
to their wake, when they offered ſacrifice totheir Blthie 
Idoll, and there to make them good cheere , and with- 
all,co offer vnto them ſome of their faireſt women; that 
ſo beeing drawen to finne againſt God, hee might cxe- 
cute ſome iudgement vpon them : and this diuclliſh 
counſcll was that indeed , which cauſed Gods people to 
ralte of his indignation. Inthe ſame manner doth Sa- 
tan beguile the fonnes of men: hee cannotbring vpon 
them that miſcric and miſchicfc that hee deſireth , and 
therefore hee ſtirreth men vp to prouocke the Lord by 
their pride,and voluptuouſnces,and worldlines, or fome 
ſuch like corruptions, and then hauing made warre be- 
twixtthe Lord and them, hee ſtands by and clappes his 
hands, to ſce him ſmiting and plaguing them for their 
offences. 

Secondly,conſidering that Satan is ſuch acrucllene- 
mie vnto vs, it ſhould ecach veto giuevntothe Lorde 
the honour and praiſe of our preferuation : thatnot- 
withſtanding wee hauc ſo many thouſand mightie,and 


craftic, and malicious aduerſaries,yetwee liue in ſafetic, 
and doc enioy innumerable bleſſings of God to our 


reat comfort : that albeitthe diuell comes necrvs, yet 
| - cannot hurt vs : and though this raucnous wolfe be 


eucnin the middeſt ofthe flocke, yet heetamnot ſpoyle 


fo much as one lambe among them : andthat howſo- 
euerthere bee multitudes of his Adherents, that haue a 
deadly quarrell againſt picticzandagainſt the vpholders 


and maintainers thereof,ſo that no Lyon is more gree- | 
dic of his prey, then they are of the blood of Godsſer- 

uants, yet wee enioy ourhealth,and ſtrength,and& food, - 
and familics,and libertic of calling vpon the name of - 


the Lord: for this wonderfull fauour of ourgood God, 
in reſtraining the diucll & his inſtruments from doing 
vs miſchiefe,we ſhould neuer ccaſe to magnific his glo- 
rious name: cucrmore cendeuouring tokeep our (clues 


in 


Wie. 2. 
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tainted with 
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f 
mN 


Gen.I 1, 
Gen. 38.2 . 


1 
"4a his fauour; that ſohe being with vs; and ſtanding for 


The firſt Sermon. 


vs, we may not needeto feare any of our aducrlaries - 
that intend hurtand violence azainlt vs. 

But if thoncanſ# doe any thing, In that this man makes 
a doubt whether Chriſt can helpe his child, or not,and | 
ſo manifeſts his infidelitic, albeit he was otherwiſe a 
godly man:this:doftrine may be colleRted hence,that 

Gods owne children with theirfaith; haue ſome mix- 
ture of ynbelicte. 

Thatthis man was a belceuer, may appeareby ſun- 
dric circumſtances of the text : as namely,that he came 
vato Chriſt his diſciplesfor helpe, and when he found 
none attheir hands,did notdeprauc,nor diſgrace them, 
but went vato our Sauiour, and that not onely to haue 
his ſonne helped,but to haue his owne vnbclicfe cured, 
giuing himthis honour,to be the author and worker of 

acc inthe hearts of the ſonnes of men : yet notwith- 

anding all this, he herein manifeſted his infirmitie, 
that he made queſtion of Chriſt his power, whether he 
could caſt the diuell out of his child or not. 

The ſcripture is plentifall ofteſtimonies for the con- 
firmation ofthis point. Abrabamwas the father of be- 
lecuers, and had a full parſwafton in ſome particulars : 
yet how weake did he ſhew himſelte, when he expoſed 
his wife tacuident perill of violating her chaſtitic, by 
cauling her toſay thatſhe was his lifter, that ſo his life © 
might be (pared, which otherwiſe might be endangered 
(as he thought) by reaſon of her beautie ? as if the Lord 
could not as well protect himin Gerar, andin Egipt, as 
he had done in Canaar,- andin Me/oporamin | So alſo in 

another particular: the Lord promiſed that he ſhould 
haue child by Szreb, but hehad waited long, and the 
promiſe was not;yctfulfilled, and:inow:$.was alto- 
gether valikely (in the ordinarie courſe of nature) to 
bcarc achild :i0-this cake what doth | 4by:hors * at the 


Y pat- 


Thefirf Sermon - = 9 
perſwaſionof his wife, hee takes Fa, that ſo Sarcb 
mighthaue's fonneby her®'as God had'beenein a 
traite, and knewe nothowto becas good ashis word, 
vnles the promiſe might beare this conftruRion, that 


Sarah ſhould hauc a child indeed, but by another, this 
was great vnbclicfe in him. | 


Daxidikewiſc had commonly anexcellentfaith, in 1-524 


fo much that when $x/ hisenetnic was in his handes, 
ſothat hee might haue lainc himzand was vrged by his 
men (o to doe,or toſuffer them to doe it, yet hee would 
in nowilc yeeld vntothem, to take away $3 life ; but 
rcfoluedtowaite vpon the Lord ,' who would takehim 
away induetime, cither by a naturall, or by a violent 


26.9, 


death;andaduance him to the Kingdomein his ſteede : 


yetafterthis good rcſoſution;he manifeſted great frail- 
tic and weaknes of faith : for he [ard in his heart , I ſhall 
now periſh one day by 
fled vnto the King of Gath, andtherebecing in perill 
of hislife;,bewrayed much infidelitic before theking. 

-  Andthc like corruption doth our Saviour oft times 


reprehendin his Diſciples,#hy did youfeare,s yee of little Mank.8,26. 


the hand of Saul: aridthereypon he 1: Sama7.1.. 


faith ? ſaith hee; andas theſe particularexamiples dv c- Luk. 5. 


vidently proue the point inhand ;{o'alfo Joththe ge-. 


ncrall example of the whole Church,of whichthe Pro- 
phet 7/atah ſpeaketh'thus:' Zion ſaid the Lord kathfor- 


ſaken mee, and my Lord hath forgottenmmee ; if they had af- Triak. 49-14, 


tirmed that God had reieQed butone member of his 
Church;though it were but orie ofthemeaneſasit were 
the little hnger,ithad beene a great dhononr vnto his 
| Name; butthat hee ſhould eaſt off his wholeChgrch, 
wasa chargefarre more hainousand intollerable : and 
argued a great meafure of vnbelicfe in Gods people, 
what cither ſaidirt,orthoughrit, Yet the Lord doth not 


diſeourage them for this,but rather vſeth arguments to. 


eonfirme and treogthenthem, Cana woman (faith.he) yg, 
C 


forget 


__ 


10 The firft Sermsn. 

Verle.ts, forget her childe,andnot hane compaſſion on the ſaune of her 
wombe ? thowgh they ſpowld forget, yet-will not [forget thee. 
In which words the Lord tclleth thew for their com- 
fort, that a mother,.that hath a child ſucking on her 
breaſts, may ſooner forſakeit, and forget that ſhe hath 
ſuch an one, than he can relinquiſh- them, and let his 
choſen ones lippe outof his minde.. 

Nowthe rcaſon why the remnants of infidelitiedoe 
5 he in ſuch as are Gods faithfull ſeruants, arc 
theſe. © | 
Firſt, becauſe there is in the beſt a great defe of 
| knowledge, as the Apoſtle witneſleth: 1.Cor.13.12.and 
certaine it is,that we cinot belecue more than we know, 
though we may know more than we belecuc: and there- 
fore our knowledge being but weake and imperfca,. 
our faith cannot be abſolute and perfeR. 
Secondly,there is nu other grace of God, but is ioy- 
 _nedwith imperfections, and therefore faith cannot be 
' perfezfor if it were, it would perfeRall thereſt of the 
vertues-thatare in vs: our humilitie would be without 
any pride: our patience without any diſcontentment ; 
our louc without any manner of bitterneilc,&c, 
Thirdly, it isg good prouidence of God that it ſhould 
be fo, for otherwiſe his wonderfull mercic in bearing 
with vs, and his mightie hand in vpholding vs, would 
| not ſo cuident]y be ſcene : we could not clſc fo cally 
_ parceiue how ſtrong the Lord is, in fenling wa" A 
"Gangerous temptations, in deliucring vs from violent 
©eorryptions: inarming vs againſt boiſterous-perſecu- 
tionszand in ypholding vs-in alt manner of tribulati- 
ons. | 

Wie, Let this therefore firſt of all be an inſtrufion vnto 
vs,totcach vsto be more ſparing in our cenſures, whew 
we findedefeRts of faith, cither in our (clues or others. 

- The beſt of Gods ſeruants(as hath beene ſufficiently 


prooucd)}- 


— — 


YI 
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prooued)are ſubie to many doubtings, both concer- 
ning the promiſes of God, and concerning his proui- 
dence : and therefore when we finde the like in our 


(clues or others, letvsnet thereupon conclude, that we 
are not of the number of thefaithfull : for we may haue 


atruc iuftifying faith at that very inſtant, when weare 


full of doubting touching ſome particular points ; as 
may be ſcene in the examples before alleaged for the 
confirmation of this doQtrine : and if God ſhould worke 
all atoncein vs, there would beno moreimployment. 
for him/;znor any further vſe of the meanes of our fal- 
vation. Let vsnotehierefore diſcourage our hearts,as if 
we had no faith, becauſe we finde defeRs in our faith : 


or a#ifwe had nothingelſe but infirmitics, becauſe we 


finde ſome infirmitics in our {clues : Chriſt deales more 
charitablethart fo with Peter: for lough he were afraid 
vpon tho lightof a greatwaue, afterchat Chriſt had gi- 
ven him experience of his power, in making him ab 
to walke vpon theſea, yet doth he not call him vnbe- 


leeuer, or faithles perſon: butſaith vnto him, hy did- Math.r 4-21; 


deff thou feare, 6 thonof little faith ? giging him his duc, 
that he had ſome faith zalbeit he had not ſo muchas he 
ſhould have had. 


Secondly;is itſo, that the beſt haue ſome dregges of 


vnbelicfe (till remaining in them ? then let vs be ex- 
ding carefultinleokmg to nur owne hearts, for 0- 
— may fall very dangerouſly. Let vs not there- 

fore 
fore we ſhall alwaics = Foe : for though we haue 
a wonderfull excellent faith, as Abraham had, and as 
Dewi had;'yet wemay ſuddenly Uppe into ſcandalous 
offences,” #s they did ;becaofe we haue inhidelitic as 
datigetous traytour ſtill harbouring within vs, which 
hath many ill companions attending ypon it, and is 
readic fthll to ſhew it ſelfe in diſtempered paſſions, and 
C 2 1NOr« 


ume vpoithis; that we have faith, and there- 


zat..* 


Pe. 
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inordinate courſes, vnleile wee doe maryellous carefulr 
lie reſtraine and repreiſe the motions thereof, Little 
thought Peter cucr todenicand forſwearchis maiſter, 
- when hee was ſorcſoluteythat he ſtood ypon it withour 
Sauiour ,rhat though hee ſhould dic wich him, yet hee 
would ncuer forſake.him ; yet we xcade what his: ynbe- 
licfe brought him, ynto. Wee. are of the ſame na+ 
ture that hee was , let vstherclare bee admoniſhed by 
his examplc , that whenwee #hinke that wee ſband , wee 
take heede leaſt wee. fall. : 1p SA weebe geuer lo va- 
lorous in qurowng congerts ,,. thc doe wee know, in- 
to what crucltic,and, into,what.higternes.gf ſpeceh wee 
may breake forth, and how,cxeceding cowardlic wee 
may ſhew our [clues inthe cauſes of Gag 3: the-ſerious 
condcratn 3 heregl > ſhould caulc vB eucnmore to 
haucancyc v NO OL FORe 99 tolooke tarriwly 
thereynto > yea ,to lay lixong chaines.vfgen ityandeo 
keeps it cloſe priſoner, : For.otherwiſe.,.t will, maks 
ſome ſcapeotother , and comming abroade, will play 
ſuch leaud trickes, as will bring ſhame yntoys, and dif. 
hobo VO et a_blemiſh.ypon our holic pro- 
clſion, kg ai wits 


Helpe ws, ab compaſſion on vey thac is zO1n mce 
and;my childe: . Whenccariſcth this docrine-, that 


Loue makes 1 LY loue will caulc. men to makethcir caſe for whom 


men to beare **? © priy to be A ORG: Eun them eo.com- 
gout 


DoC(t. I. \ 


cthers þurdss> MU cate wit their cltatc, forw &y. become (izi+ 
avifthey were ters vnto the. Lord,and to beare a burden wich them'in 
their ovene. theirafflitions: as heere, we ſccin thisman,yhomade 
or 7-51 cy Ok 

_ 1Nu$ GOL. TNne 4/4144 Maxe Aim a- pars 

tic , wheizhee deals * ith the Lordc.inithe behalfeof 

the Jewes,againit whom Gods wrath was kindled, Our 

treſþaſſes are marie before thee((aith hec)and our ſomes teſt i- 

a1 tf a 
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as an vncleant thi yore riphtconſnes as filthie cloutes, 


&c..; lnthelikeſort ſpoaketh Yarn mee- on Fitvanid go 4s 


Lord,though our rnd teHifie againſ} wi(laith hee)deate 


 withusgccording to thy nan: for our rebellions are manie, 
wee baue ſs inned Hob thee. $0 docth: Damel allo, Wee 


_ 
' ion aA Bake 
ſwlprbi donned 
y 66,5 940 I fac ra On a 


WT! s, york 2a vole yi" n= 


cauſe this fellow pal of others miſeri _ 
is aVCTIc.c Ruall. mcanes to,make ke them Cn 
car ,- thence req queſts: agtheexamplcs be- 
forcy Tones ifelds,c ( or anti 
coomachsl; \aforonhs herscalami- 
ties. oo wad lg 1) doi 
ccxns FEM ur very cold 
filic fo 242 9b FLO A 
$ccondly et ce nesgf, 
oi make God Df: 


rrEpa FO r prayersfog zhe Did oe. 
many dclaye cs nn heir proſe Wl J | perſcyere-i T: 3 
KB HPeNearlon for RA Tburonch c othcrfide, if 
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men be not thus affeed towardthem, they will quick. 
ty bediſcouraged, and ſoone let their ſuite fall to the 
ground:as we may obſcrue | in the diſciples of our Sani- 
our,who ſpeaking for the woman of Canaan, without a- 
py greatſenſe and feeling of her miſerie,were very cold. 
and ſhort in their requeſt. Maiſter (lay they) ſend hey a- 
_ 347: thatis, diſpatch her; that ſhe way be gone, for he 
, Frgethaftervs, Now when Chriſt wen _ he was 
not ſent onto the loſt ſhetpe of the honſe of Ifrael, thcir pray- 
= at an end; 'and clots no more to ſay Foc ies : 
butthe poore woman, ' beingthoroughly afflied with 
the tormenrof her argon Chr not ſet the matter 
palle ſo, but _ wen leſus, and anſwereth 
cucry one of cis 


comevntohimzinregard 
from abundance of fone; and oftcnder 


they procced: 
compallion inthe partics, w | op 
"the Lordis Lied arte ry RE ac, 

Fourthly, as others ſhall hauc the n 
prayers,ſo ſhal they thelelucs that make them 
comfort thereof ina kts manner: As Teremie, and 
__ bo ved, Gn 


Ly en 


s,yctthe EK, 


error heck ov, i= ofou bee. 
t c ons vpon him, and hethat 
my ENSEITE 


the 


the righteomſne? of God,through him, He became our ſurc- 

tic , and tooke vpon him both the guiltine({tand.pu- 
niſhment of aur lines: hedid notonelypittievs;and 

ſpcake for vs, but alſo dealt for vs,anddicdforvs. and 
thereforc'it behooucth vs to put on the ſame minde that © _ 

».44 in Chriſt Ieſus: and to bee affected inthe like fore P25: 
as he was, Which maketh for theiuſt reproofe of thoſe, 


who when they arc petitioners ynto God for others : Fe I. 


dealeno otherwiſe then great mens Attendants com- 
monly do, for ſuch as haue before hand hired themto 
preferre their ſuites vnto their maiſters 3. or then cor- 
rupt Lawicrs doc for their Clients, whentheyhaue rc- 
ceiucd their fees ; they thinke they (hall looſe nothing+ 
if mattcrsgo againſt them : nor gaincany thing ifthey 
ſucceed forthem : and thereforethey vie not much ca» 
gctnelle inthe purſuite: thereof, butdeale coldlic and- 
careleſly in the cauſes which they vndertske: - Sodoc a 
great manic intheir ſuitcs which they putvp vnto God;: 
yea, euenthen when they are to{; ob fortheir owne 
children}, or otherncere fticnds :- and that when they 
are in a woſt Jamcntable taking , fo that they mighe 
ia[tly ſay as the woman of Career didof her daughter, 
O Lord haue mercie on mee ;- my childe , or my friend,is+ 
miſcrablie vexed with a diuell: miſcrablie haunted with 
pride,with yncleapneile, with yoluptuouſnes, &c: Yet 
Satan doth as it were,bellow forth at their mouthegzand - 
is ready to caſt them(not into the water;or into the fire, - 
as was this mans childe, but) cuen iptohell fire, which 
never ſhall bee quenched: albeit (I ſay) the caſe ſtand 
thus with manic mens childrefi, or friendes : Nay fur-- 
ther , thoughtheyhauc beene brought to this paſſe by 
their ill educating of them, or their giuing of ill exam- 
ple vntothem, yet when they are to make ſupplication 
vnto the Lord forthem, they are marucllous remille 
and cold in the ſame: thereby ſhewing,thattheir praicrs” 


gro- 


Mark.15- 


425. 


proceed from theirlips, 'rather than from their hearts, 
Nay, \inthe caſe of Gods Church, whereofthey them. 
ſclues are members; or at leaſt profeſſe themſelues {o 
to be, they aske ſocarcleſly and drowſily, as if it did no- 
thingat-all pertaine vnto them,whether the Goſpelt have 
a free or not z whether Gods ordinances be en- 
ioycd. ih finceritic and puritic or not ; whether Gods 
ſcruants continue in'their vprightneſle or not,&c,This 
is a fault ſharpclyto be cenſured in ſuch as make pro- 
feſlion of the truth;and we haue all cauſe much to con 
demneourſelucsfor our great fayling in this behaltfe : 
and tulabour hereafter to put on the bowels of tender 
compaſſion, that fo wee may make othres caſcs our 
 owne; and/mourne for their calamitics, and for their 
tranſgreſſions, as if they were qur owne. -__ 
Sccondly; is it ſo, that chriſtian loue will cauſe mer 
to partake with others in their diſtreſles, as ifthey were * 
thcirs?then here is matter of fpeciall coſolation vnto all 
the Saints of God : for there is neuer a one of them, but 
hath ſundrie others to beare his burden, and cocom- 
municate with him in all his ſorrowes and anguiſhes. 
And therefore, let them not be vetterly diſmzaied, albcit 
they cinottaketheir owne cale to heart as they would, 
and as they ſhould: if they be inwardly gricucd that 
they are ſo ſenſlefſe of the Rtroakes of God vpon them; 
they may take this for their comfort, that God will patſe 
by their infirmitic,and accept of the feruencie of others 
prayers intheir behalfe,whoare more earneſt with God 
for them,than they can be forthemſelues. Thus much 
concerning the-mans petition : our Sauiours avſwerc 
followeth 7775. + | 
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VERSE 23 3- 


If thou canſt beletne, all things are prſſible 
- the beleemer. Ex 


F \Eere wee mult note, that when it is 
2D1 ſaid ; 1f thow canft beleene, &c: The 
kl mcaning is not, that Chriſt could 
BD] not heale his childevnleſſe hee did 
8 j belecue: for mans difabilitie doth 
«| nothing diminiſh Gods abilitic : 
but this isſpoken by our Sauiour 
to helpe the mans faith; hee knew 
well cnough that hee did in part belecue,bur hee would 
hane him ſearch ,andtrichis heart , and ſer his faith a 
worke before hee would graunt his requeſt. "Whence 
wee may notethis Doarine, that 0 


a 


Where Chriſt Ieſus doth helpe anicone in mer- Doft.1. 


cie, hee firſt helps his heart , and layes the foundati- 
on. of his worke i/hisfoule. This courſc hee took 


Cheri 
with 


L 


ihe fear, 


with Martheand Miri, when hee would gratific them .-: :=Z. r 


with aſpeciall fauout; ir) reſtotingto Niferbiir dead bro- 


ther, which was very deerevntochem; "Hee firlt of all , ok at; 


Jaboursto (trengthentheir faith in this point, that hee 
was ablc to raiſe him out of the graue againe : yea, 
| 0 though 


18 _ Theſ[cc0v mon, \ 


. 


though hee had beene foure daycs dead, « % 
Inthelike ſort dealt the Lord with the Apoſtle Pas, 
when he ard the reſt chatwere with himyhad bene four- 
teenc dayes tolled witha ſore and dangerous tempeſt, 
looking everandanon, when they ſhould bee drowned 
in the Seca, and all that while had caten nothing, feare 
having taken away their ſtomachs. In this exrremitic 
God ſent his Angell ynto Paw, not giuing him preſent 
deliutrance,buttelling him that hee and the reſt ſhould 
be delivered, that ſotheir faith might be exerciſed by 
depending on his promiſezand the benefite might bee 
moreacceptable when it came, The like may befaid of 
Tehoſhaphats caſe , when ſuch huge armies of enemies 
came againſt him : it was thentime (wee would haue 
2-Chrov.20. thought) for the Lord to ſet vpon his aduerſarics, and 
14-159 to ouerthrowethcir forces: but hee firſt of alt Terids 
* lchoſhaphat , and therelt of the people,a Prophet 

tq ot 


* 


te and prepare their hearts, fpr ſuch a wonderfull 
viQoriczas afterward hee gauethem 5 andthat mage it | 
to bee a farre greater bleſſing, then otherwiſe ir:could 


Reaſons, |  Andthercaſon why Goddoth firſt nipouye heart,is, 
, [4 


I Firſt, becauſc otherwiſe the benefite that he beſtow- 
eth,would bee but momentanie: for either the thing it 
ſclfe ſhould be taken away, orclſc ſome miſchicfe enſue 
vpon the having of it ,, ſothat it would ceaſe to bee a 
bleſſing, Hence is it., that the Lord ſaith voto 4hae, 

and his people, after hee had promiſed them deliue- 
rance from theircnemies; If yee beleewe not, ſurely yee ſhall 
not bee eſtabliſhed, And therefore was it, that though 
wicked Ahab were ſauced from theſword of the king of 
Aram, at one.time,yct hee got little by it © for having 
no grace in his heart, hee was wounded in Hghting a- 

| gainſt the Aramites another time, ſothat his Charret- 

- mancatrieq him out of, the hoaſt , ynto pak _ 


death carried him from thence vnto hell, the prope 
place of ſuch ſinfullrebelsas he was, ++ (ng ep 
Secondly,when mens hcartsare well fitted fora bleC. 


ſing, it becomes a doublebleſling vntothem." For it 


doth notalone helpe them fortheir preſent ate; but 
alſo for theireternall ſtate : not onely for this life, but 
for cucrlaſting life: notfor the preſent alone, butfor c- 
uer after, they being atlured, that God is alwaics the 
ſamein grace and fauour towards his children. 

Thercforc if atany time we delircany bleſling, or de- 
liuerance for our ſclucs,or our friends, out of dangers, 
or debts, orthe like, let vs intreate the Lord firſtof all 
to applic his medicine tothe due place, Weſee itordi- 
naric with skilfull phyſitiar® inthe curing of many dif- 
cales,that though the licknetle be in the head,orinany 
other part, yet they conucigh their phyſicke intothe 


ſtomach. Solet ys beſcech the Lord that he will deale * 


with vs, or with ſuch as arencere vntovs*thathewill 
beginne his cure in our heart, whichistheflomacke of 
the ſoule 3 which being ſoundly healed, weſhall finde, 
not onely the fit ſtaicd for the preſent, bet the licknes 
preucnted for afterwards. T0306 
Secondly, let the wiſedome of Chriſt 'in-his Jealing 
with this man, ſerue for our imitations Are we nrifided 
to doe gue neighbours a gaod rumne in outward re- 
fpcts,fartheirbodie, or for their eftate,ot for his chil- 
dren 2 letysin the hirft place labourasfatreas God hath 
inabled-vs, . —_ oy _ to _—_ eheir A 
atance;toiftirei ir faith-i1- Gods promiſes 
= providence, and/to miniſter vnto thent fpirituall 
xc{rcſhingas well as corporall, Andthus raking the (ame 


courſe with our friends intheir ticktiefles, and in their 


diltretleas our Sauiourdid, we may the more comfor- 
tably.cxpett a fullrecompence of our worke From the 
rightcousTudge of heauen and carth , and withall, we 
tuff | D 2 ſhall 


Viet. 


FEY. 7'Þ 


ſhall haue this teſtimonievnto our ſoules, that we doe 
not good things ina carnall manner, nor for fleſhly re« 
ſpe&ts,but wich an vpright heart,and to arightend, de- 
ing principally that God may be glorified in the (al- 
uation of the partics, to whom our beautie and kind- 
nefſc is extended. - 
\ Thirdly, ſccing that the Lord victh to begin his 
worke inthe hart; where he purpoſeth tovouchſafe any 
outward bleſſing in mercic : Let this teach vs not to be 
impatient, nor tothinke it too longzere God beſtow a- 
ny fit.vpon vs: but let vs rather Jooke into our 
ſclucs;and ſuſpeRt our ownepreparation and fienelle to 
partakers of any.ſpeciallfauour fromthe Lord. 

Will notour aducrſaries $e-pacificd toward vs, nor 
reconciled vnto vs? Let vs examine whether we haue 
made!peace with the Lord, and procured his loving. 
- cuuntetiance to ſhine vpon vs : otherwiſe we may cer- 
tainely conclude, that all our enemies heate is but a 
ſparke of his diſpleaſure againſt vs. Are our outward 
wants & neceſſities many & great, and of long continu- 
ance?letvsmaketriall whether they doc not proceed 
from want of rcligion zfrom want of ſinceritic before 
the-Lord, of a godly,and honeſt converſation before 
men : hauc we great imbecilitie in our bodies, -and doc 
| we finde a ſentible decay of-our health? Jet vs fearch 
whether the weakenelle of our faith haue not beene the 
cauſe of it, in that we haue-not conſcionably v(ed the 
meanes, that. God hath appointed for the confirmin 
therof :and whether we haue notdeclined inthe courſe 
ofour obedience, and beene too well content to feele 
an inward decay. of Gods graces, for which'Gods hand 
hath lighted vpon-our-outward man. And if we deale 
thus, we ſhall be driuen to accuſe our (clues, rather than 
to murmur againſt God, and fo fitting our (clues for 
mercic, we ſhall finde itat his hands in due ſeaſon, and 


 Faaaas.d « 
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ic{ooner, | 


| If thoncarnſi beliene,c5:) Inthat our Sxuiour makes a | 
doubt hereof, & that not without cauſe,the doftrine is, no? 2. 


that, It isnot in any. mans owne power to belecue when No mas hail. 
fanth at com» 


hee will,and what hec will, and as muchas hewill. 


& 67 . 0 | 21 
that to our greater comfort , then if wee had obtained 


Faithis nct at mens commaund ; for if it had beene, 429. 


our Sauiour would neuer hauepropounded this queſti. 
on : neither would the Diſciples haucleftthe child vn- 
curcd , which now was brought vnto our Sauiour: for 
they were defirousto doe what they could for the ho- 
nour of their maiſter, for their awne credite and com- 
fort, and forthe ſtopping of the mouthes-of their bit- 
tcr aduerſarics : Now the cauſe why they could not calt 
out this diucll was ( as their Maiſter tolde them )their 
vnbclicfc : :not thatthey were vnwilling to belceuc, but 
that they.were vnableto belceuc , vnleiſe they ſhould 
hauc vſcdfaſtingand prayer forthe obtaining of faith, 
which they could not doc. And ifaniedelire a; proofe 
of this point,lethim read the 17, chaprt. of Zxke, where 
the Apoſtles hearing our Sauiour deliver this leſſon, 
that 5f oxr brother ſinne againſt vs ſenen times it a day, and 
ſencn times ina day thrne againe vato vs; ſaying , it repenteth 
wce : wee muſt forge hum : they take occalion thereby, 
to pray in this ſort : Lordincreaſe owrfaith. Which is 
in effe&,as-ifthey had ſaid; :Lord, this isa dutic which 
is beyond ourreach: our faith will not extend ſo farre, 
and therefore Lord ,lithencethourcquireſt this at our - 
hands, adde vnto that meaſure of faith which theu haft. 
giuen vs;thatſy wee may be able toperforme it. Now 
if they could hauc belecucd as: much as they would, 
what need had they chugcarneſtly todelirean increaſe 
of theirfaith + Let this then be conchuded for a certaine- 


truth, thatno man is able to attaine to what meafureof* 


faich it pleaſcth him, Neither is this ſo only at mcns 


Ds firlt © 
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firſt converſion, but afterwards alſo. 

For their firſt conuerſion, there is no doubt butie 
proceedeth wholic from God, and is his meerc gift, 
according. tothat of our Saviour, Noe can come onto 
wee, except the father draw him, And that of the Apoltle, 
Vato you it ts given for Chriſt , that not onely yee ſhowld be- 
leene in him, bh alſo ſuffer for his ſake. 

And as for the {tate ofa Chriſtian after his conuer- 
lion, itis as plaine, that none can exerciſe his faith in a- 
ny particular without Gods ſpeciall aſhſtance:as may be 
ſecne in the example of Abraham, who though he had 
avery excellent faith, yetwhen he came into a forren 
countric among a barbarous peopleyic much failed him 
in that particular, that he could nut reſt vpon Gods 
power and providence for the preſcruation of hislife, 
but choſe rather toexpole his wite to danger, by ſaying 
thatſhe was his iter. Otherwiſe he thought, that though 
they were not:{o monſtroufly wicked (as many now a 
daicsarce) asto abuſe hiswifc, he being aliue, yet they 
would kill him, that fothey might freely take her vnto 
themſclucs. Here we ſee carnall reaſon did oppoſeit 
ſclfc againſt his faith, and in this particular oucrſwaied 
him. Andſoit was with Zarheria.the husband of Elza- 
ber (though ouerwiſc a truc bcleeuer) when he heard of 
the Angell that he ſhould haue aſonne in his old agqhe 
was (ointangled with carnall conceites, that he could 
not giue credit thereto: I am olde (faith he) and my 
wife isoldeandis it poſſible thatſuch olde people as we 
are ſhould hauca childe? And inthe ſame cale-did Sarah 
faile, though ſhe were the Matriarch of holy women, 
when ſhe was tolde that ſhe ſhould beare a fonne, 'ſhe 
laughed atit, as if itwerea riditulous thing to beleeuc 
any (ach matter : and as carnall reaſon doth hinder the 
faith of Gods ſeruants, ſo alſo doe diſtermpered paſli- 
ons,a8 angerand feare,and thelike, Aswe may nore in 
; Moſes, 


moos 


. By 
Meſes,though an admirable man,and ſuch an one as irt 
other caſes had ſhewed a carcand worthie faith, yet be- 
ing vexed and troubled at the rebellious difpolition of = 
the peopic of /rarl, he manifeſted great vnbelirfe: for 
when God promiſcd himto, feedeall that people for a 
moneth with flcſh in the wildernes;' he Youbted how it 
could be : What (faith he) ſhall all the beaFtes bt killed for 
hem? an4 ſhall all the fiſbes of the Sea br gatheret together, 
to make prowjion for them # As it God had oucrſhot him- 
ſcliſc, in making thenvſuch-a-large promiſc,as he would 
notbeable to (tand too. rH, 

Heere then are they t6 bee confuted, that neuer had Vſe1- 
anie faith atall-, and yetthinke that they can belceue 
 whatſocuer God telleththem : yea; they make that an 
argument of the (trength of their faitty;thatthey per- 
ſwade themſclues they can beleecue at theirpleafure :*1 
dare vndertake ( lay they ) that I doebelceue, and will 
belceue ; that I doc repent,and willrepent;z(both which 
cometoone reckoning) and thatas well as theproudeſt 
of them : and therein they lay true indeed j as well as 
the proudelt ; for the proud belecue not ar atl,bur haue 
the Lord himlſelfe ro ret chem , when hee gineth grace to lam. 4. 
the humble : Neitherhaueſuch boaſters any Fairſatall ; 
for if they knew what it meant,they would never (o pre- 
ſume vpon theirowne(trength..- 

Secondly , let thisteach vs when wee goe aboutany Vie. 
ſeruice of God, not toreſt ypon that olde ſtore of faith * * * 
which we haue,nor to be ſo confidentthereof; asto ſay, 

If nowlI were to heare the word ,orto be partakerof the 
Sicrament, lam ſufhcietly provided without any more 

. adoe: or if thisor that crotle ſhould fall ypon mee, I 

hauc vndergone greater matters then that comes too; 

and therefore 1 know I ſhall notfhrinkevnder ir; Letvs 

not(l ſay) thus builde vpon our owne ſtrength, but let 

eucry one rather cometo this," my faith is not mine - 

owne, - 
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owne, 1 cannot belecue what & when Ivill, and there. + 


fore Lord make me to belecue whatſoever is needfull, 


according as occaſion ſhall be offered, if we doe not 
thus, we thall finde by wofull experience, that though 
we hauc the ſhicld of faith, yet when we come into the 
field againſt our aducrſaries, we ſhall not be able to vſe 
it ,cither to Gods glorie,orour owneſafegard. 

All things are poſſible to him that beleexeth.] It faith be 
ſet a worke, nothing is{o hard and difficult, but it will 
goe thorough therewith : whence obſcruc. this doc- 
trine,that 

Ofall the men in the world godly belecuers arcthe 
molt mightic and moſt happic. 

None haue (lo great power, nor ſo good an eſtate, as 
the Faithfull, for they conquerthe world : that is, inter- 
nall corruptions, and outward allurements : according 
to that of the Apoſtle Tobn, This ts our vittorie, whereby we 
onercome the world, exen our faith, Without this it is im- 
poſſible-for men to.get viſtorie ouer them(clues and 
oucr their worldly Juſts,. be:they never fo great and 
mightic in.the carth: nay the mightier they are, the 
weaker in this conflict : the world hath them in the 
greacclt (cruitude of all others: it puts them as it were 
into the dungeon, and holdesthemfaſtin the ftlockes, 
and makes them the moſt miſerable bondflaues that 


 are,vnto pride,and ſenſualitic,andall kinde of voluptu- 


oulnes. 

Againc, as faith makes\men conquerers ouer the 
world, {o dothitalſo oucr the diucll, for of we reſiſt him 
ſteadfaſt m thefaith he will fliefromws, And concerning all 
other difticultics, Ict vs reade the 11. Chep.of the Epi- 
[eto the Hebrewes, where the wonderfull and ſtrange 
etc of faith arcat large ſpoken of; and there we ſha} 
ealily perceiue,thac the moſt incredible things that can 
be imagined, haue by vertue thereof beene effected, 

Fo and 


7 eſec "_ mn. | 25 455 - 
and accompliſhed. And thereafon hereofis, | 
Firſt, becauſc faithfull men doe lay holde of God Rexfovs.- 
himſclfc,and of his all-ſufficienciezand therfore havin g I. 
the enioyment of his fauour, what canbe wantingvnto 
them? 
Secondly, they bhild ypon-the truth of God: for # 
faith 4s not cuery flight imagination of a frenticke 
brainc, but al{ctled perſwalion, grounded on theword 
of God :andtheretore if the ſcriptures ſay ſimplic and 
without exception, thatthey (hall haue any thing, they 
relt vpon it,withoutany waucring : butifrheſcriptures 
promiſe with condition cnely, they doe conditionally 
 expe& the- things ſo promiſed : and by this meanes 
their happinclle is as large as Gods promiſes; and their : 
hopes are ratified by the truth of his word, whois notNumb.23.23; 
as man thar ke ſbouldtiz:and ot whom itis ſaid, Let God 
be free,and everymanaliay. Rom.3-4- 
Sccing thenthatthercis ſuch cficacic in faith, and 7/1. 
ſuch happinetlc gepending thereon, ler vs-preferre it 
before allcarthly treaſures, ard count allthe gloric of 
the world baſe in compariſan o! it: for a/poore faithful 
Chriſlian, is betterthen a rieſsynbelecuing king: And 
why 2 becauſcall riingsare potſtbte vnto him z he may 
haue his hears delirein any thing, fofarre'as his affec- = 
tion is ordered by Gods word: and this priviledge have Wi 
none imtheworild, but anlybelceucrs, 
Itis nowhertinthe {cripture ſaid, Allthings are poſlie 
ble rotherich;tothe noblc, totizole thatareflirong, or 
to thoſe tharare couragious : nay ſuch doe continually 
findethat their willes and Letires are exceedingly crol- 
ſed, andthat itis impoſhble for thenrto bring many of 
their cnterpriſes to patle; '- © 
Nebuchadnezz4r,as greatas he was, fofid by experience Dan.4- 
that althings.arc not poiſibleto the mightic aconarches F-5 
of the eatth;and that when they begin'to cxalt _ : > M 
| E clues 
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ſclues into theplace of God, as hee did, the Lorde can 
quickly cauſc a great King to be in farre worſe caſe then - 
the baſeſt beggar, as indeed hee was z being ſtript of his 
kingdome, of his wittcs, and of all carthly comforts, 
cuen onaſudden,when hee litle feared any ſuch matter, 
Sithence therefore the cafe ſtands thus ,that no world- 
lic preheminence or exccllencie , can yeelde men that 
contentment, which faith will doc, what remaincth, 
but that wee ſet the higheſt price vpon thatwhich is of 
the greateſt worth : and-aboue all things ſceke for 
that, which will make vs moſt happie, when wee haue 
found it. ores 1H 
Secondly,if we delire friendsthatare ablezand willing, 
and cuery way ſuthcientto ftandvsinſteed , letvs en 
deuour. to.bee in league with ſuch aghaue the greate(t 
meaſure of faith,and tomake them our chiefell friends, 
whoarec moſt godly & molt faithtul people. Peter found 
the benefite hereof : he had-many mortall aduerſarics, 
as Herode,and the whole power of the Rowaves, and the 
Rate of the ewes : and whatfriends had heto ſtand for 
him ? a poore companic of menand women,that durſ} 
nat ſhewe their heads, for feare of their enemies ; who 
yet by the force of their prayers, preuailed more/for 
him , then all the aducrſe power couldagainſt him-: 
for when they ſpake vnto.God in his behalfe , neither 
the priſon, nor his chaines,nor the ſouldicrs, nor any 
po whatſocucr,could keepe him any longer in hold: 
ut the Lord ſent his Angell, and freed him out of the 
Hands of ſuch as hated him , and purpoſed thenext day 
to haue taken his life from him. \3 If 
Andas the faith of Gods ſcruants is very-mighticfor. 
theirfrieds deliuerice:(o is it aseffequall forthe oucr- 
throwof-theirenemics: as may be ſcenc in Haman,who 
ſoared (o highaboue the reach of the 7ewes, that in all 
likelyhoodnone of them could come neere him + But 
| when 
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whe Heſter & Mordecai,and the reſt of the faithfull,joy- 
ncd together in falting and prayer, their faith pulled 
him downe vnto the ground,and layd all his honour in 
' the very duſt, Whence it iseuidentand cleereto thole 
that hauc any vnderſtanding , how needfull and bene: 
ficiall a thing it is, to haue godlymen onour ſide; and 
and therefore if wee would beefteemed trulic wile, Ict 
vs ioyneourſelucs in molt inward friendſhip and fami- 
liaritie with them. SOS 
Thirdly, if nothing be impoſlibletobelecuers, then 
is it not impoſlible for them to maiſter & ſubduetheir 
ſtrongeſt corruptions : and thereforelet notthe faith- 
full bee diſcouraged,though they findthemſelnes as yet 
very worldly minded , very angrie and paſſionate, very 
vaine-glorious,andambitious,&c: If they wili ſettheir 
faith a worke,: they ſhall-get viorie ouer theſe and the 
like _ affeRions: and albeitthey hae prayed of- 
ten again(t them, and yet finde (mall ftrength'to ouer- 
come them , let them not giue ouer the combatte, for 
faith will hauethe better inthe ende. And thelike may 
be aid forall manner of crotles: -it willeither make an 
vtterriddance of them, or at leaſt furniſhvs with pati- 
caceandabilitieto vadergoethem. 
Verl: 24. And ſtraight-way the father of the childe crying Dofl.q. = 
with teares, ſayd,,5c: Hencethisdoftrine might be no- Sec in Clea- | 
* (ted, that Faith and godlic' forrow may well goe toge- —_—_— 
-ther.: for both of theſe are apparant in this faith ;.Do&.t, 

. man::. and Gods children haue oftentimes, and almoſt 
continually occaſion of this holie griefe, in refpe&of 
themſclues , and in reſpe&of Gods Church ; inreſpeR 
of corruptions.and of affliions;either private or pub- | 
like,or both;/ Burl willnot nowinfifſt vpon this point. Dos; 

Lord 4 beleene} Whenceariſcth this DoArine, that Chriſtie muſt 
It is/not ynlavfull ; norvncomely; for a Chriſtian to {© * a: knows 


make profcilion of his owne graces, thoughim —__ ——— Js 
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if it be done in due time and manner. | 
He may ſpeake of them voto God or vnto men ag 
occaſion is. offered. So did this man here, Lord, [ beleene, 
Sodid David, Preſerne thou my ſoule, for I am meycifull, $0 
did Ezekiah alſo,] beſeech thee s Lord, remember now how 
Thane walked before thee in truth, and with a perfett heart, 
and hawe done that which #« good in thy ſight. Thefcriprure 
aboundes with examples of this kinde, But let vs con- 
{ider of ſome reaſons,as namely,that | 
Firſt,this maſt be done,hecaulc ittendes to the mag- 
nifyingof Gods.name: whereas the deniall of his gra- 
ces, makes for his diſhonoar, and argues abaſe account 
thereof inthe partics that haue them, | 
Secondly, the acknowledgement of the vertues of 
- Chriſt which we haue, is an cffeRuall meanes to (tren 
then our faith,to comfort our harts, &to inable vs with 
ferucncie to call vpon the Lord : whereas vpon the 0- 
miſſion of this dutic, all the contraric effects do fol- 
low. | | 
Here then are Gods deerechildren to beput in minde 
of an ordinaric and daungerous fault that is in them: 
which is, that inthe time of temptation:they ſo farre 
give place vnto Sathan, as to yeeld that they are hypo- 
crites; and that they haue no-ſauing grace of|\God in 
them. Indeed they cannotdenie bur they haue hereto- 
fore done many good things but all (@ythey) was in 
vaine-gloric, or for ſonic carnall reſpect or other : they 
muſt needs confelle that they haue had wany comfor- 
table feelings, but now they feare al of them were meere 
illuſions. Whata follic is this,& what indignitic do we 
hercin offer voto the holy ſpiritof grace, whereby we 
arc {calcd ynto theday of redemption? why ſhould we 
not rather be of obs reſolution, wiz : neuer to partwith 


ourinnocencic & vprightnes while we liue, but though 
men acculc V3,and Sathan aſlaultys.and our owne con- 


\ciences 
# 
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ſciences charge many heauic things yporr vs; yet ta 
land to it vnto the death;that ourhearts are fincere arid 
faithfull with the Lord our God:when by found prootes 
and arguments taken from the word, wee can confirme 
ſo much vato our owne ſoules ? For intruth wee haue 
farrc better reaſon to ſtand vpon our fpiritual] righe,the 
carthly men hauc to defend theirciuill right; Now if 
ſome craftic and ſubtil} aduerſaric ſhould come vnto'a 
worldly wiſe man,&tell him, thatall hiswritings & cui- 
dences are meere counterfcites, and of noworthat al: 
and that therefore he is butan Intruder into:cthat which 
hee polleſſeth,would not hee(if:hee beable)maintaine 
the goodnes of his cuidences; 'and prooue-thar the 
ſeales ate authentical,that his witnelles areſufficient,& 
that all things elſe doe concurre, which may. make for - 
the proouing of his ticle and right, inthe things which 
he holdeth?- Much morcethen'thould we ſtand to make 
good the Deedes that we haue for ourſoules,and for our 
a{ſurance of the heaucnly inheritance,which hath bene 
of olde purchaſcd for vs. | | 

Let this therefore in the ſecond place, (crue foran 
inſftrutionvntavs, that we neuer ſhew our (clues ts be Vre 2. 
of ſuch a cowardly heart,as whenwee haue [poken well; 
or done well, todeprauc the ſame, by ſaying that we arc 
no better-then hypocrites z-or by confeſling/in word 
or writing, that wee arc faultic. - Nay, {ct vs neuerfor- 
goc our rightcoulneſle,, but iuſtihe ourſelucs in our 
righteous waycs,.and workcs, and acknowledge ( with 
thankfulncsand humilitic)whatſocuer good things the 
Lord hath wrought in vs,orby vs; thatſo heemay 
hauc his ducpraiſe, and wee ſuch found comfort as be- 
longcth vntowell-docrs. 

Hm mine unbeleefe :] The lat Doftrine which ſhall 


be colleRed from this verſezis this, that 
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Itisthe propertic of grace toſhew men theig 
tions,& to ſtir themvp to ſeeke helpe againllt the ſame, . 
As in this man-it doth cuidentlic appcarc , who u 
hee had infideliticin him, ſo hauing fich withall ,had 
his infidelitiediſcoucred, and his heart moucd to (ceke 
vnto Chriſt leſus, for (trength againſt it, The like may 
bee obſcrued: inthe Prophet Dawd , who finding his 
hearttobevexed,and turmoyled within him, firſt of all 
fallethtorcaſon the matter with his owne (oule, laying 
Why art thou caſt downe my ſonle, and why doeft thou make a 
tuniultmwithin me ? (tor ſo much the word implycth) he 
having grace in his heart, percciucd that vnbelicfe did 
as it were:mutinie within -him ,-and raiſc vp rcbelli- 
on againſt the Lord 2 and therefore finding his owne 
difabilitic;cuery way tocncounter the ſame, hee in tho 
next verſe of that P/a/me, puts 'vp his complaint vnto 
the-Lordagainſt it z My God(faith hee) my ſoulc 7 caf 
downe within mer, &c, | As f he ſhould haue (aid,Lor, 
I finde my (clte too weake to' preuaile againit this cor- 
ruption, and therefore graunt mee trength to get the 
better of it. .- L236] 
Againein another. P/alme,to wit,the p7.he beginneth 
very lamentably, -as one vtterly out of heart, almoſt 
concluding thatche 'Lord had-quite forſaken him, and 
caft himoutof his (cruice:butatterward: he recoucreth 
himmſelfe; and concludeth that it was his inucmitic ſoto 
imagine,and thereupon labourcth to confirme his faith 
by confidering of the times of olde, and of the wonder» 
full workes of God;! which hewrought forthe goodof 
hispeoplein formerages. Soallo inthe 73.P/alme,we 
may note how the Prophet 'taketh_ notice of his great 
infirmitie,in enuying at wicked mensprofperitic, and 
in the end goeth-into the SanRuarie to get helpe a- 
gainſt it, Likewiſe in the prophecie of /aiab,we niay ob+ 
ferue the like effeQtof grace in the people of God, viz: 
| that 
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that they. doc diſcerne of the hardneſſe of their owne 


« hearts,and complaine vnto the Lord againſt it. - 
Now the reaſons of this point are thele; 


Firſt, becaule grace imaketh men judicious, and fil- Reaſors. 
ſeth them full of knowledgezand of heaucnly vnder.. 


(tanding, whereby they are inabled todeſcriewhatis a- 
mille within them. Gods graciousſpirit wherelocuer it 
comes, brin g a light in his hand, whereby alfthings 
that arc NOy 
plaincly ſcene and diſcouered :{othat thereby men are 
made ableto judge betwixt truth,and fallhood,and be- 
twixt good and cuill, | 

Secondly,as gracedoth inlighten the minde,ſo doth 
italſo ſanRifie the affections of the parties in whomit 
is. So that ſecing what is good, they ſhall long forit, and 


carneltly delire it : & diſcerning what iseuill; they ſhall 
hate it,and flie fromvit, Agit brings light withit ,ſo ir 


makes men to bee of a neate diſpolition, thatthey can- 
not endure any thing that is fulſome and loathſome in 
their ſoules. | 

Thirdly, grace maketh men induſtrious, and readie 
to put he into the battle againſt theircorrup» 


tions : Whercſocuer faith is, it isworking and effec-' 


tuall. I, Thefſ. I. - 
Fourthly,and laſtly, itmaketh mien full of courage 
and fortitude , ſothat t 


perpetuall warce again(t the ſame + for if they, ſhould 


luffer the fire of grace to bee quenched bythe impure! 
ſtreames of ſinne and iniquitie, Godsſpiritibould be * 


put fo the worſt , which is nolelſe then blaſphemic for 
any one to,jmagine that-it ſhould currcometopalle: 
forit doth Forkt 


ſucynto hcaucn;and ſcarch the word, and vicall lawfull 
meancs 


31 


ome, ar vahand{ome in the! houſe, arc 


| will never cndureto haue- 
line raigne in their mortall bodies, butwill maintaine 


aith in mens harts,yhichis indefatiga- | 
ble and invincible : which in time of temptation ,wilt* 
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meanes & helpes for the procuring of firength againſ} 
ſinne: ſothat though there be many enemies againſt it, 
yet will.it notbe ſer downe by any of them ; & though' 
it doc now and then receiue a wound, yet will it recouer 
againc, and carrieaway the vioricin the end. 
Hereby then (todraweto ſome vic of this dotrine) 
we may make ſome triall ofthe (trengeh or weakenelle 
of ourfaith ;according as we arc more or llc ablety 
ſee the ſinfulnes of our nature,and to (triue againſt it: 6 
arc weto iudge of the meaſure of Gods-grace in vs,to he 
more or lelle.and if we donot particularly diſcerne of 
the corruptions ofthe fleſh, or do not loathe them,and 
labour to = cured of them, but rather excuſe and cxte. 


nuate them, and hide and cheriſhthem, this is an infal. 
lible ſigne, that we hauce in ys noſauing grace atall, Let 
all ſuch therefore as would haue theteftimonic of Gods 
children,vſetheir beſt endeuour to haue their eyes ope- 
ned,that they may perceiue the (cuerall cuils thatlurke 


within their hearts z and let them withall get ſuch an in- 
dignation againſt them,that they may (as this man did) 
comevnto Chriſt Teſus to be cured of them: which if 
they can doe, their-very approaching vnto him by 
prayer,andin the vic of thisordinances,will cauſc them 
cuery day to become more ſharpe-lighted than other, 
ſothat they ſhall(with the holypropheer 7/a5ah.Chap.s.) 
cry outagainſt theirpollutions, and ſoget pardon of 
them,and power oucrthem. | 
Secondly,thismakesfor the confutation of ſuch, as 
being vrged to reformethemſclucs, are rcadic to (ay, 
that all thingsareſo well-withthem,that they necde po” 
amendment z they know notwhereto beginne their re-.* 
formatis,becauſethey ſee nothing amille: Theſe kinde \. - 
of men are moſt buſieagainl} others;that complaine of. 
their owne wants and ſeeke to have them ſupplied from | 
heaucn; and ſuch they accountand call Puritans, who 
indeed 
- 
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' indeed do moſt ſee andacknowledgeand bewaile their 
ownepuritic : but in truth they th&lelues doſarrebetrer 
deſerue that name, forthattheyimaginethey haveat: 
tained ſucha meaſure of puritie, as that nothingcatibe 
added thereunto: they haue knowledge enough, faith 
cnough, and repentance enough, and eee: nd they 
rofcile that they care not for preaching, and that they 
d rather be without it, then be troubled with it.Of 

fuchthe wiſe man ſpeaketh thus, Theye i a rexeration Prov.y0,12- 
that is pure um ther owne conceit, and yet are not waſhed from 
their filthineſſe : the world doth cuen ſwarme with ſuch 
yngracious perſons, vponwhoncheSonne of righte- 
oulnes did neuer yet ſhinc,and therefore they are vtter- 
ly blinde that they cannot (ee, or wilfull, that they will 
not reforme their euill and corrupt waics and workes: 
which is a ſure and certaine. note of grolle infideli- 
tic,and of an yttcr want Of all grace and goodnes in 

them. 4:1 
Thirdly, from this point doth ariſcan vſe of ſingu- J/c.3. 

lar conſolation vnto Godsſeruants,*that are troubled 
withthe (ight.andſenſe of their corpyptions, that doe 


finde pride working'\in them, and'yabelicfe ſtirring in ju 
their hearts, and many vncharitable and mo- _—_ 


tions ſtill remaining 'in theirſoules: all thewhile they 
apprehendthe vilenetle and hurtfulnelle of them, and 
withall mourne for them, andconfeiſcthem, and ſeeke 
vnto the Lord for pardon of them, and power again(t 
them, they necde nos be diſcburaged ;znay they haue 
juſt cauſc to be comfortt@herein :as knowing that it is 
a ccrtaine marke, and vndoubted note of graceto be 
thusaffeted. They may be allured, that ſo long as they 
feele their ſicknetle, they are not deadzefpecially if 
withall chey be hungrie & thirltic after ſpiricuall things, 
and finde an appetite ynto the foode of life, and with 
much paincs and diligence ſeeke for the ſame _ is 
F cn 
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VERSE. 25, 


When TE SV 'S ſaw that the people cametagether heere- 
buked the wncleane ſpirit, ſazing unto him; T hou dumbe and 
deafe ſpirit, I charge thee come ant of htm, and enter no more 
mnto him, T7 

26. Thentheſpirit cryed ; and rent him ſore, and came. 
out, and hee was 4s ane dead ; in ſo wich that many ſaid,bee 
is dead. 


= 


75724, N the former partofthis ſtoricyis ſet 
Ba | downethe carneſt fuire:of the man 
5/8) whoſe childe was/potſetfed, forthe 
QF) caling and relieving of his diſtreſ- 
2 ſed (onne. Io theſe words is decla- 
W! red how our Sauior performed that 
which he required, vi=z.that hecalt 
thediuell ouc of hischilde:  Where- 

in we may note two things,to wit 79m ances ma 
Firſt./for the occaſion thereof, itwas two-fold, we. 
1. the 00d, and holie, and graciousprofeflion of che 
man,ſpoken of before; Lora, 1 belcene, helps nine wnbeleefe. 
Chriſt had tolde him, that it he could belecue;all things 


were poſlible co the belceuer: andfor thatheetrucly 
F 2 anou- 


5 T he third Sermon. "TR" 
anoucheth that hecedid in part belceue,,and whey 
faith was weake, hee defiresto haue it ſtrengthened ang 
ives Chriſt Icſus-that honour, as to pray vnto hinto 
| aan wah it: \ This our Sauiour approueth of, and his 
was one occaſion of the miracle. 2. An other was the 
concourſe of the people , verl. 25. When Jeſus ſaw tha 
the people came running together , hee rebuked the wnclemie 
ſprrit, CAC, | | | 

The Diſciples(as we hauc heard before)were not able 
to caſt out this diuell. Herevpon, the multitude ſeein 
the man to deale with Chriſt himſclte about the ſame 
matter, they flocked together, to (ce what would come 
of it. Someofthem(no —_— a good minde,that 
if a miracle were wrought in thcir ſight,they might re» 
ioyce at it,and haue their faith confirmed by it. Other 
ſome, tothe endethat they might inſult ouer our Saui« 
our Chriſt, ifthe miracle had becne either not wrought 
at all;or but onely protrated fora time 5 He therefore 
to preuent diſcouragment inthe better ſort, and inful- 
tation in the reſt , preſentlic ſetteth vpon the worke, 
Thus much for theoccalion. The manner followeth, 
where wee may obſerue, I.:what Chriſt ſpake vnto the 
diuell, 2. what the diuell did vnto the childe. 

For the former, it is ſaid, that hee 1. rebaked then 
cleane ſpirit : and 2. diſcharged him of the place where 
he was, commaunding him to come forth; and to returne 
»omore, verl(.25. 

Concerning the diucls dealing with the childe, it is - 
ſaide, 1. that hee did rent and teare him grjcucullic, 
(being vexedand tormented, becauſe he muſt leaue his 
formerhold) in ſomuch,that manic thoughtthe child 
had beene dead: 2. hee came ont of hins,cuen as Chriſt * 
| hadcharged him . And thus much for.the order and 
meaning of the Text. 
verl, 25. , When leſus ſawthat the pedple came rumumg 

together, | 
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roger ney, hee rebuked the uncleane ſpirit. 

"Now hee ſaw there was a fitte opportunitie, bectuſe 
there would bee moſt vic of it: if hee had done it ſoo- 
ner, the people would not fo well haueperceiuved and 
marked it;with all the eircurnftances thereof :if h- had 
defcrred it longer,fome of them would haue departed, 
(it may bee)others would haue beene diſmayed : anda 
third ſort would haur-gloried andtriumphed, as if now 
hethat had done ſo many miracles,had bene ata ſtand, 
and mette with an vncleane ſpirite, that was too ſtrong 
for him, and would not go out at his bidding, Now in 
that Chriſt doth take this occaſion of doing this mira- 
culousaworke, the Dorine is, that Chriſt doeth all his 
workes in the fitteſi ſeaſon. | | 

This DoAtrine is cuident jn ſundry placesof the Gof- - ol ou : 
pel after John, as chapt. 2. when the Moiherof Chriſt CO. 
would haue-him to turne water into wine at her ap- 
pointment :. heeanſwereth , mine howre is not yet come ; 1chu.2.4. 
though in alEprobabilitic, hee wrought that miracle 
within the fpace of an houre aftes:-yct hee ſaith, »zine 
houre is not yet come: meaning the veryinſtant where- 
in that worke was to bee done, Which giueth vs 
to vnderſtand , that heewill not faile an haires breadth 

of the very moment wherein eucry good thing ſhould 

be done.. Againe, /ohn 7. when his brethren would 

hauc had him haſten to the feaſt of Tabernacle at-/e- Iobn.y,8. 
ruſalem, hee ſaith, [ will not goe vp yet , for my tins? is not 
yerfulfiled, And likewiſe in the 11. chapt. of that Gol: 
pel, after that hee knew Lazarus was dead, hee made no 
great haſt vato him, but ftayed till hee had beene dead 

ouredaics : telling his Diſciples , that Eee was glad that 
he was not there no ſooner : whereas L1zarms liſters, Marie 
and Martha, were eucn diſcouraged at his long ſtay, 
But hee-in his wiſedome choſe that time aboue anic o- 


ther, becauſe if hee had raiſed Lezarms being newly de- 
| F 3 parted, 


Tohn.71. Ts. 
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parted, it had not becne ſoadmirable, it being how 
common calc, and athingthat Chrilt-had done fof 0. 
thers: butwhen he had beene dead foure daics, and was 
laide in his grauc, ſo that Martha was vnwilling that 
Chrift ſhould meddle with him : now toreſtore him 
from deathtolife, was a thing very remarkeable; and 
therefore tooke he this {caſon for the eficing of this 
_ miracle, Now thereaſon of this point is, 
>, Firſt, becauſe he reſpeeth his owne glorie and his 
peoples good ; therefore is he willing to finde out the 
fitteſt time for cucry bulines. | 
Secondly, as that is the end which he propoſcth, ſo 
is he full of all heavenly wiſcdome,& theretorc knowes 
the very preciſe time, when euery worke ought to be 
done yeahe doth predeltinate the ſeaſons wherein all 
___ things ſhall be accompliſhed: men oftentimes meete 
withan opportuniticat vnawares,and thercforc-it is al- 
molt paſt before they cantakehold of it, but God hath 
eternally forc-appointedit; in which regardghe doth all 
things in the fulnes.of time: cucn when that time is 
come which he had preordained in his ſecret counlell. 
Thirdly,heis of power andabilitic todo every thing 
z1n the ht ſeaſon thereof. Men are driuen to deterre mat- 
ters,albeirthey ſec opportunitic for the doing of thein, 
becauſetheir (trength will notthen ſerue them to goe 
thorough withthat which they defire ; but the Lord is 
of all-ſufficiencie, for the performance of whatſocuer 
plealeth him ; ſo thathe needs not make delaies when 
(/ the time (cructh him. 
et, [$it (o then (as ithath beene plainely prooned) that 
Chriſt doth eucry thing in duc time? Let vs hece learne 
to imitate our Sauiour, thatwe may be able to yeelda 
goodandſoundreaſon why wedo this or that now, ra- 
ther than-at any other time.” For that which Salomon 
laith of worgs;that a word ſpoken in ane ſeaſon,zs like apples 
Q 
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of golde, with piflprer of ſilner(that is verie beautifull; ) 
holdes as true of ations,whoſe grace it is ro be done in 
thattime which is beſt befittingthem.  Thereare times 
for the excrciſcs of religion,and there are times forthe 
works of our vocation,and both mult be rightly diſcer- 
. ned and wiſely followed. There are times to mourne 
and to be ſorrowtull : and it isa great faulte for men to 
reioycc,when the Lord calleththem to heauinelle, and 
to tcares.. Againe,thereare times to be merty'and glad, 
(in a good and holi2manacr, Yandit is anoffence for 
Chriſtians , not to bee cheerfull/with thoſe that they 


Tſa. 23 


conuerlc with , when God giueththem occaſion of re-. 


loyCing. 

Secondly , let thisteach vs focommit and ſubmit 
our (clucs,our cltate, and all thatwe haue,to Gods wiſe- 
dome : neither let vs muraure,nor grow diſcontented 
at the delayes thathee makes;butwaite his teiſure, and 


be content that he ſhouldtake his ownetime; aſſuring - 


our (clues, that hee will not faile one moment,when we 
arc ready forany bleſſing and benefite:-butthe longer 
he defcrres, the more it ſhall tende to his owne glorie 
and our good, | Manic would haue their harveſt before 
it beripe, but God is wiſer then theyare, and therefore 
hee cauſeth them to ſpend many prayers andteares, be- 
fore they obtaine their hearts Ile If Gods owne chil- 
dren might hauedeliucrance forthemſclues , orfor 0- 


thers,ſo ſoone as they defire, itwould prooue to bee as” 


an vntimely birth, which is cuen dead before it came in- 
tothe world; and therefore the Lord putteth them oft 
from time to time,thatcheir comfort intheende might 
be more fulland complete. In which regard,we ſhould 
with patience depend vpon him, till ſuchtime as hee 


pleaſe to haue mercieyponvs: which that wee may be 14, may 


ableto doc,obſcrue me this direion following. 


Firſt, lct [et yg doe ourbeſt endeuour toreprelle car- waite 0a Gol 


nall 


bee able to 
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he had knowne how his ſonnes had dealt with him, and 


Las , y_— oh 
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nall reaſon : for otherwiſe that time which ſeemeth beſt 
vnto God, will oftentimes ſceme worlt ynto vs, | 
When hce thinkes it_too ſcone for vs to oh. 
taine ſuch and ſuch bleflings, we ſhall thinke it high 
time that we had them : and when heiudgeth it a fit ſea. 


ſon for vs, or any of his people to be deliuered, we ſhafl' 


imagine it to be too late. Zacharie yeelding to: his car. 
nallrcaſon, thought that God had paſthistimetor gj- 
uing himaſonne, and therforethough an Angellfrom 
hcaucn brought him.that-metlage, he would not give 
credit vnto it 2 if he-had heard/(uch tidings twentie 
yeares before, he would hauc thought there had beene 
ſome likelihood in the matter; ſo in other cafes, how 
dangerous a thing would it haue beene to conſult with 
flc(h and bloud concerning the time of accompliſhin 
things? who would haue iudged it wiſedome in God to 
luffer his people (o farre tobe endangered in Egrpr, and 
after to be condemned by the Perſian king ? to ſuffer 
Peter tobe o iraitly impriſoned, Danie/to be caſt into 
the lions denne, and the three children into the firic 
fornacc?ifa man ſhould haue conſulted with his owne 
wiſedome, he would hauethought the Lord too ſlacke 
in freeing his ſeruants, and that their caſes were cuen 
feſperate and quite palt recoucric : yet he did but tay 
the fteſt time for their deliuerance: which being once 
come,the Lord (etthem atlibertie, notwithſtanding all 
the difficultics and extremities wherein they were. 
Secondly, let vs labuurfor faith, by vertue whereof 
we may repreſſcall our fleſhly affzfions, which will be 
rcadic tooppoſe themſelucs againſt the Lords wiſe pro- 
ccedings z as may be ſcene in Jacob, whoſe affection of 
grietc was immoderatcly (tirred;when he imagined that 
his ſonne 7o/eph was deuoured by ſome wilde beaſt:how 
much more (thinke we) would it haue troubled him, if 


how 
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zphb was dealt with in the land cf Eript, when by 

temere held faft in the flocks and be wat laid in yrons i yet PG!.166.1t. 
all this was for his good, and for the benefite of /acob 
and all his houſhold,that he ſhould be thus afftiaed vn- 
till his appointed time came, when the Lord would 
hauc him deliueredand aduanced: therfore let ys cutbe 
andreſtraine our boiſterous affe&iohy, fabotiringecuct- 
more to bring them into ſUbicRion' viito Gods molt 
ſacred and bleſſed will, and refoluing that histime is al- 
waics the beſt time forcuery thing thatfalleth out vn- 
der the Sunne. 

He rebhed the vncleane ſhirt) Hence we may note this 
doarine,that OL $6429" ox 

The greateſtand moſt mightie oppreſſors of Gods n,7z 2. 
children,ſhalbe rebuked'by Chriftleſus. Enemies of 
Sathan in thischilde kept his holde, and did deride Gods dul- 
wharſoeuer powet of met! carve 2gainft hith : yeaif all —_ 
the forces in the world had attempted to caſt hini out, © 
he would have kept potfeflion it! deſpite of them all : 
yet our Sauiour ſets on him, and rehokes him, and that 
effcually. Sothatler thoſe tyrants that vexcand.mo- 
leſt Gods ebe neuerſo mightie, they ſhall heare 
ofthcir wre dealings, and that to the torment of 
their hearts: as it fared with the diuell in this place, who 
knowes how many commanders he had commanded 
(being « worldly gouernour, Epheſ. 6,22.) and how ma- 
ny rulershe had rvſed: yet now{we fee) he is control- 
led andreftrained by our Lord tefus Chriſt. Thus hath 
the Lord dealt hererofore with the cnemics of his 
Church,as it isfaid of the 7/7aelites, He [uffered no man to ped wequth, 

wrong, but veproned kings for their ſakes... oa of 

poder oventcr 2 point is-the prophecic of | Iſaiah, wilo 
ſpeakertr thts concerning Cheiſt, Y4ith righteonſ#e: ſhall Taiah11:4+ 
be invive the Pore,” and » ith equitie ſhall he reprone for the 
meeke of the earrh-thtt is For fuch as areTowe and —_— 
.G -an 


of 
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and ſuchaswill-not returne rebuke for rebuke, neither 


Reaſon, 1, 


Prow 14-31. 


arc of abilitic to withſtand their aCucrlarics, their quar, 
fell will hee take in hand :- and though the whole carth 
ſhould ioyne together againit chem , yet will heeſtmite 
them, and cither rebuke their hearts gratioullie vnts 
their conucrſion, or <l(e {trike them inwrath and dif- 
pleaſure to their viter coutulion, A, 
"The reaſon why oppreiiours ſhall bee! thus dealt 
with, is, _ - : 
Fir a, becauſe they oppoſe themſelues againſt Cheiſt 
himſclfe : Hee that eppreſſeth the poore (ſaith Salomon ;) 


reproweth him that made him 2 .cucn him. that is the (4- 


ther of the fatherlcile , and the proteRor of (uch asate 


. tieſtas over the meanclt 


poore and acedy: and therefore becauſe his gouerne. 
mentis contemned, it is cquallthathee ſhould reprove 
ſuch offenders. 
Secondly, he hath as great guthoritic ouerthe 
| i ; 'oucr the higheſt Princegas 
ouer the baſeſt vallall : and therefore hee that in cquitic 


' may andyill proceed againſt the meancſt,may and will 


alſo. doe the like againſt the mightict, 


"M 'Thirdly,2s hee hath authorinc,ſo is healſo furniſhed 


with ability:ſo that he wil not onl y viſe words of rebuke 
as many times men doc: but they who are tebuked by 


Him, ſhall feele that his reproofes do pierce their ſoules, 


asthe diucll himſclfe did in this place > they ſhall inde 
that his wordes are not'as weake reedes 5 butas ſharpe 
darts,thatwill enter deepe,and tarry long, cuen till ſuch 


time asit pleaſcth him to plucke them foorth of their 
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woundes. Therefore itis that the Prophet ſaith, 4 rby 


"rebuke 8 God of Jacob, both the Charret end horſe are fal- 


ltnd ſleepe, The ſtout-barted are ſpoyled,rhey hawe ſlepttheir 
xeon all the men of ſtrength haxc not found their bands. 

here wee (ce what force the Lords voice. doth carric 
with it: .forit makes the principall men of warce , ad 


the molt valiant Captainesto trembleand quake, and 
to be vtterly daunted,and diſmayed; 'yeu, f hee dee but 
rebuke the m wt aenes, they ſhall ſmacks. 
This DoRtine ſeructh firſt of all; for admonition 
vnto thoſe that haue power and might intheir handes, 
that they doc not vie the ſame to wringandpinch the 
Scruants of God nor to grindethe faces of the poore. 
For if they once abuſe their places, they.forfeicthem 
vntothe Lord:, who will callthem40.@ ſtrickr: reckyo-» 
ning, for peruerting iuſtice,& indgement, andforviing! 
that authoricy whichhe hath beſtowed wn war ace 
wrong cnde and purpole. 1... | ; 
Therefore let all fuch as hauc anie impeticoeie; ei- 
ther in publike or in private,caric them(clueshumblie,/ 
and Chriſtianlic yz not contemninganyonclcftthey be.) 
contemned of the Lord ; nor wronging the meaneſt vn« 
dcr their charge , leaſt they bee-cenſured by him that 
iudgeth, all men indiffercntlic; ; without prom gr. nome 
Perions C 
Second! yaherei is another vſcof infroQicythat rely | 
the Lord will checke & controll the mott violent & fu- 
rious encmics of his children,thereforewhen weare in» | 
iured and oppreſled by ſuch manner of men, weſhoutd 
containc our ſclucs- within the campalle of patience, 
and modeltic , . committing and .commending our | 
{clues and our cauſes vnto God, who will in due time 
right vs, and plague our cnemics, | Whereas if wee 
growe. as. boyſterous and iniurious'as our. aduerſarics, - 
and gac about to render vatothem like for like - wee 
ſhall looſe our peace with God ;- we ſhall draw his afflice 
ting hand vpon.vs. , and ſhall more cxaſpcrate and im- 
bitter the affe&ions of men againſt vs. 
Let vs theretfare commend our. ſelucs./, and all | 
our matters, ynto him that-judgeth rightcouſlic 3-6 


Ben ) 0h Dow did., Plalme.z8.-verl, 42,43. 
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They that ſecke- after my life (faith he) Liyſnaver, and 
wa goe about to monk talke withed things, and' 
1magine deceit con'inually. But what did he in this cafe+' 
1 45 adeafe man heardnot, and an as a dumbe max which o- 
peneth nat bis mouth, When hewas railed ypon and aby. 
ſed;yca when he was purſued for hislife, he wasas if he 
had not heard the matter, cucn as'if he had beene denſe, 
or- if he were ſenſible of ſome things, yet he was: as a 
dumbc: man; andopened not! his mouth in any re- 
pecachfull-os reuengefull manner: and what was the 
reaſon hexeof? he himfelfe teleth vs, wrr/e.r 5. On thee 
6 Lord dee I'waite, thou wilt heare me,my Lord,my God. 

Yca our Lord Icſaus Chriſt, who is greater than all, 
when hewas: wronged by thediuel] himfelfe, durft ror 
(23 [unde faith) blame him with curſed peaking - but faid;zhe 
Lord rebukedtber, Though Chriſt were the beſtthat was; 
yet would not he vic rayling-tearmes again(t Sathan, 
theworſt that was: for if he had; he-had nothing hure 
the diucll thereby : and therefore he tooke work 
courſe; delivering him ouer vnto Gods hands, and de- 
ſiriog him to rebuke him:z which was the moſt terrible 
thing:thatcouldhaue beene doneagain{tSathan.Theſe 
c tvaimitate when we haneto drate with wic- 
kedpcrſans,nevevyſe any reviling wordsagainſtthern, 
buereferre the matter -vntathe Lord, beſceching him 
to-pallc a rightcous (entence : not abſolutely 
LC puniſhed, as0urSanionedid, and we may 
cqnccraing Sathan, but rather wiſhing that they may 
beforcbukediin this werld,asthatthey mayefcape that. 
cternall rebouke,which the diue{icannot anoide. 

Thou dunebe anddeafe ſpirit,” [charge thee, &7.] Here - 
we mult vnderſtand; thatwhen our Saviourcaltcth the 
digell dambe avd do e ſpin, & ing is not that- ' 
ſome diuelgcan (| and/heare, and others not , but 
he is thus, tearoxedy in regardof the cffeAywhich he 


wrought - 


TA EITn, 


wrought in this child, in making him dombeand Jeafe. 
Which(as itfeemes)was his manner of dealing,where- 
ſocucr' hee tooke poſſeſſion of anie, Where wee may 
obſcrue what is the nature of Sathan :- forall the divels «1 
arcof the fame diſpolition,if it lic in their power; from ' 
which, letvs note this DoQrine; that; Datt.3. 

If the Lord didnotreſtraine Sathan, hee would(in $994" _—_ 
his on4lice) depriue vs of ourſeriſes,& of thevſe of our\ cue 1. we 
natoral{parts, Such is his quarrell againſt mankinde, our caſes and 
and ſuch is that naturallforce which is giuen vnto hiny, limbes. 
thatif hee were not curbed by a dinine , he wonld 
not only bereaue vs of cternall faluation, but alſo take 
from vs the vic of our cies,and of our cares; and of cur 
ather ſenſes and limbes. | 

In this regard, it isfaid'inother phacesof Chrift I-11 14.4, 
ſus,that he caff out « dinell of one that was blinde & dimbe;/Luke.1 1.14. 
to ſhewe what worke Sathatrmakes; where bee hath: li- 
bertic to doe according to his wilf irr (uch particulars, 

Andthe reaſons moving him thusto deale; arccheſe; Re/ors. 

Firſt,that enmitic thathee carries notonely towards” x 
the ſoules, butalſo towards the bodies of men, ſirrerly' 
himvp herevnto': his Itowards vs is (o gteat, 
that hee would not onely ſhut vs out of hranenandex+ 
clude vs from all ſpiricuall comforts”, but-alfo make” 
vs miſcrable ypon thefaceof the-carth ;. and for that” 

cnde, ſtrike vs with blindenelſe; or larnencfſe; or deafer- 

nelle, or the like; tharour lifeightbreveterly voy” 

of all mariner of pleafures;andconrentments;.  This"$ee Serm.1.” 
reſon was touched .in.one of the formerdodrines. — Dor. 

Secondly , his malice againſt God's fach, that hee” 2 

would not haue himto haueany ſervice frommen': he; 
malignes thatchey ſhoold tauceyerto ſerany ring], 
Orcarcs to heare any thing,whercby cheymight beftir 
— yeclge praiſes and obedience vnto the Tord, 


and therfore his defirets to depriuetherrof thoſefen- 
les; G-3 --. Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, he knoweth that theſe naturall powers and 
fxcultics are very necelſaric helpes to further men vn» 
to-eternall life : he is not ignorant that fuiib comes by 
Hearing, and that knowledge and holinciſe1s muchin- 
creaſed by ſeeingand obſeruing the workes of God,and 
ſome of che ordinances of God z and therefore carrying 
a deadly hatred againfl the faluation. of men, he ende- 
uors totake from them all choſe naturall inſtruments, 
whereby they might be furthered vnto, cucrlaſting 
happineſle, | | 

Aheconlideration whereof ſhould in the birt place 
ſtirre ys vp.to continuall thankfulnelle: for were not, 
theords mercitull and prouigent band ſtill Arctched 
outfor our proteRion and defence;Sathan would make 
vs fearcfull (peacles of much woe and miſcric, and 
cauſe vs to ſpend all our daics in heauines and penſiuc- 
nelle, inregard of thecuils by him inflicted on ys.. We 
ſhauld not haue an eyc,to.looke vpon the glorious 

frame and fabricke of.the heaucns and the. carth 3; nor 
vpon the beautic and excellencic of any of the crea- 
tures :; we ſhould not (might the diuell have his will) 
enioy our cares, 'to heare the voyce of the Lord ſoun- 
ding: forth comfort vnto ys: ncither ſhould we have 
the vſc of our ta{le, to refreſh our {clues with any ofthe 
good and ſweete creatures of God appointed for that 


_ end, he would cauſe our tongues to crave vnto the 


Toofc of our mouthes, fo that we ſhould not be able to. 
viterforth the praiſcs of the Lord, nor to ſpeake of his. 
wonderfull workcs, or of his holy word beforcthe ſons. 
of men: Ina word, there is nonc of the parts of qur bo- 
dics,whichis now vicfull and comfortable vato vs, but 


_hewould much afflit ysthercin,and vererly deprive vs 
ofall benefite thereof, which ſhould caule vs to be ve- 


ry thankfull for our ſenſes and members, while we doe 
cnloy.them, and wholy to cunſccrate them vnto the | 
Lord, 


Thethird Sermon. 
Lord,who vouchaſeth vs the comfortable viſe of ther, 
and no way to abuſe them inthe lcruice of Sathan, leaſt 
God in his juſtice grane him liberticaltogerher' to be- 
rcauevsof any of them.” 


Vs” - 


Secondly, fith the diuell is eucrmorereadie to-doe j/;, 


vs a miſchicfe,-let this teach vs alwaics to keepe infu- 


uour with Cod for otherwiſe wee (ce in what perill wee 
ſtand zif hedac but turne Sathan looſe vpon vs, he will 

uickly make vs blinde, or lame,or dumbe,or deafe,or 
ſtrike vs in ſome grieuous & fearefull manner or other; 
he watcheth his oportunitic, and if he ſecanaduantage, 
he will ſuddenly be vpon vs,cre we be aware : and there- 
fore letvs aboucall things be carcfulto keep our peace 
with God, whois our keeper and preſcrucr;that deline- 
reth 1s frem the ſnare of the hunter, that conereth vs under 
his 1 ings,and ke-peth vs ſafe under bus feathers. 

Thirdly, is it ſo, that Sathanis maruclious malicious 
againſt our badics?then let vs looke heedfully to our 
ſoules, for he carricth farre greater fpitc againft then: 
and then he is in his proper element, when he deales a- 


Plal.gr. 


gain(t our inward man, hee labouretin to depriue vs of 


our natural powers,of hearing & ſceing,& ſpeaking,&e: 
But eſpecially he ſceketh to-keepe- vs from hearing re» 
ligiouſly, from ſeeing ſpiritually, and from ſpeaking 
profitably the former priuation of the oaturall facul- 
tics befalleth-but a fewe : but this latter ouertaketh all 
the vnregenerate men of the world, and the regenerate 
alſo in a great part; all menare very deafe, ; where they 
ſhould heare, and blinde in things -that they ſhould 
ſcezand haus their mouthes ſhut vp, where they are 
required principally to ſpeake : In.which regard, the 
prophet //azab ſpeaking of the couerſion of menyfaith 
T hen ſhall the eyes of the blinde be lightened:; end the eares of 
the deafebe opened, Whichis to be ynderſtood (piritu- 
ally , not literally ;-the meditation of which point, 

| vis: 


. »ix; that Sathandoth ſo mightily preuaile againſt the 
- ſoulesof the multitude,ſhould make vs very warielea(t 
hecircumuent vs ;and cauſe vs continually tocry vn. 
to the Lord for grace and fauour, and for{trength and 
aſſiftance, that the diuell may not blinde the eyes of 
our mindc, nor ſhut vp ourcares from liftening vnto 
holy things, nor cauſe vs tobe as it were tongueyed, 
when we ſhould ſpcake of fuchthings as make for his 
glorie. 
I charge thee come ont of bim,} From which words, to- 
gether with that which followeth,to witte, that the ſpiric 
Do. came oxt,this doarine ariſcth;that, 
a nedef A word of the mouth of Chriſt is ſufficient tohelpe 
Chrifts mouth againſt any miſcries, and to {ct vs free from any cne- 
is lufficicant mics, 
to hel ha: This good man and his childe were both ſorely di- 
tes " Rfirelſed byreaſon of this vncleane fpirit : yet when our 
; Sauifour doth but ſpecake the word, their encmic is van- 
arr and cxpclled; their mifcric accompliſhed and 
. ende ; 
This power doth the [caperin the Goppellaſcribe vn- 


| Yub8,2.3- tohim, Adaifterifrbeuwilt (ſaith he) rhowcarft nuke me 
rleaxe; and (o it came to patle: for be paiting forth his 
bend, audrencting bin ſaying, Til, be then clean ir 


profic was immediately c And'thelike doth the Cen- 
_—_ z Lord ſþeake the word onely, andy ſernant ſhelbe 

ale fl 
And inthe Goſpel according to the Evangeliſt 
Marks, we readehow cur Sautour with his onely word, 
did preſently caſt forth an whole armic of diuc!ls: fo 
that though there be ten.thouſand of them-vniting 
their-forces together, he isas able tocxpell:them all, as 
it there were bur one alone. Andas itis in-theſe cafcs 
that haue beene named, fo iris in all other fiſtretſes 
whatſqcuer : the very becke of God isfuffident to free 
vs 


w. 
. #- 


vsfrom.them all,a5 is aclarge heved inthe hundreth 
andfeventh Palme. > 7001 EXD IT LODU 
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71 Thetealbrisof this point arero;, 2 7 3! Refers. 


- 2 Firlt, bythe word of the Lord were all the cteatures 


made 3 cuen the good Angells, andthoſe that arc now ® 


euill Angells : If then Gods power were ſuch in ma- 
kingall Creatures, it iscucry whit as great forthe deli- 
ucring of hisfcruants, ju 


I 


lalm, ; 2. 


Scconidly ,” Al things are ſupported by the Word, f his Heb,te3. 


power, Now if alt the Creatures have their preſeruati- 
on from him, what difficulic is ic for him to deliucr 
ſome fewe of them? | 

Here then is marter of greatcomfort for allfuch as 
doe vnfainedly and from theirhcarts fcare the Lorde z 
for they hane the wordof Chrilt for them, which can 
eaſily cither preſerve them from milſcric, or ridde 
them of it, if itfall ypon chem, If a good carthly fa- 
ther could by his word alone preferue his. Chiliren 
from perill, from the priſon, from death it ſelfe,would 
hee bee ſilentanddumbe, and not open his mouthin 
their behalfe'? None can imagine that a father can be 
ſodeuoide of naturall affetion :. and ſhall wee thinke 
tharthe'Lord is lefſepiteifull'then men? doeth hee for- 
bid crueleie in them, andſhalf wee conceiue that it may 
be found in 'himfelfe” ? Bee' it farre from. vs : nay , 
though there hee never (o many aduerſarics that com- 
bine thetnſclaes, atid never ſo waiiic miſchicfes bee in- 
tended againſt vs :' albeit che world be full of cloudes, 
and of ſtormes, atidall things ſeemeto threatenan've- 
fer ouerthrow vnto vs, yet let vs f(atilfic and pacific our 
hearrs with this, that owe word of Chrilt is ufhicient to 
hepe vs out of all dingersand difficulties, And with- 
MM}, lervs zfface'out (cloes,, that the Lord will ſpeake, 
andehat cffetaally irduceimie, that all the outrage 


andfuric of mcn ſhall bec ſuppretſed , and all troubles 
H and 


Ye T. 


\ _ 
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and calawitics that lye vpon vs ſhall be ſuddenly Sew | 
ſed. God needes not anylong time, forthe effeing 
of it : Aswee fee in Eſfters dayes., when all the Church 
of God ſeemed ouernight to be the molt miſerable peo- 
ple in the world y and yet the next day they were in» 
deed (and fo were eſteemed) the happieſt peoplevnder 
the Sunne z So that well was hee then that might bee 
a lewe, Letthisthereforc bee our conſolation, that 
though our ruines and decayes be never lo many , and 
great , and gricuous,, yet if God docbutſay the word, 
all ſhall be repaired and recoucred. 

And as it is for outward miſcries, ſodoth it hold as 
ſtrongly for (pirituall diſtreſſes, and for the enemirs of 
out ſoules, that-if our Lord and Sauiour doc but vitcr 
his voice againſt them, we ſhall quickly preuaile ouer 
them : though Sathan haue a dcadly quarrell againſt _ 
vs,and our owne pride and couctouſneſlce, and wrath, be 
farre too flrong For vs, yet ifthc Lord plcaſeto worke 
in vs by the mightic word of his grace, wee ſhall calily 
tread theſe ſpirituall enemics of ours vnder our. fecte, 
and getthe vitoric oucr them all. Yeathongh we were 
vtter aduerſaries vnto God,as Paw,and the Gayler were, 
yet if he doe but ſpeake vnto our conſciences from hea» 
uen, wee {hall ſpeedily alter our courſes, and become 
Faithfull and ſeruiccable vnto his maicſtic. 

Secondly, heere is matter of terror for all impious 
and irrcligious perſons : for if the word of God be fo 
mightie for the ſuccour of hischildren, it is cucry whit 
as powerfull for the overthrow of his aducrſarics: and 
doc they thinkethat they ſbalbe abletoſtand when the 
Lordof hoaſtes commeth againſt them? doe blaſphe« 
- mers,andSabbath-breakers,and raylers;and filthy pers 

ſons, imagine that they ſhall till carric out matrers as 
they hauc done, when their Creator comes to plague | 


and 


ne me 
tans, Mn 
— 
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an! puniſh them 2 if they doe, they greatly deceiue 
themſclues, for he needeth nut to multer an armic a- 
gainſtthem: but his very will and purpoſe is ſufficicat 
to procure their confulion and viter deſtruRiion, 

Come ot of bins, and enter no wore into hin. | 

Whencenotethis dofrine, that , It is all one with Theſe.z. 
Chriſt to drive the diucll out, and to keepe him out, he Po2ts were 


Bo pro!ecun 
can doe the latter,as well asthe former, ted tor wang 


— 
gy I" 


Verlc. 26. Then the ſpirit [cried, ] and [ rort ham ſore.) ot pe, 
Whence obſerue, that, Sathan neucr {cemes : 
more maſterful, than when hce 


is oucc.maltcred, 
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